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As a result of Bedford’s dedication to changing 
urban landscapes, not only is community 
building in Starlett’s family legacy, it’s also in 
her DNA.

Starlett Quarles
Building On Her Legacy.

2.



BUILDING ON HER FAMILY’S 
DEVELOPMENT LEGACY.

Recently nominated by the Los Angeles 
Business Journal as a “2021 Woman to 
Watch,” Starlett Quarles is a passionate, 

longtime advocate for the progress of Black Los 
Angeles and urban communities across the 
country.

A third generation Angeleno and community 
builder, Starlett’s family has been instrumental 
in the revitalization of South Los Angeles’ 
housing landscape through the legacy of her 
grandfather’s framing and construction company, 
EAC Construction; as well as her father’s real 
estate development firm, The Bedford Group 
of Companies (“Bedford”), one of Los Angeles’ 
leading urban infill development firms. 

With a history dating back more than four 
decades, Bedford has amassed of portfolio of 
more than 5,000 affordable housing and market 
rate units combined- totaling more than $1 billion 
in total development costs.

As a result of Bedford’s dedication to changing 
urban landscapes, not only is community building 
in Starlett’s family legacy, it’s also in her DNA. 

Professionally, Starlett’s experience ranges 
from being Program Director for a nonprofit 
Community Development Corporation, to 
Marketing Director for The Bedford Group, 
where she was responsible for managing 
the department’s daily marketing and 
communications operations.

As such, she oversaw the branding, marketing, 
advertisement, media, public relations, and 
community outreach strategies for the company, 
their townhome and condominium communities, 
as well as their affordable multifamily and senior 
housing projects.

Ladies and Gentlemen, meet Ms. Starlett Quarles, 
Entrepreneur, Speaker, Community Advocate, and 
“Generational Voice.” 
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Since 2005, Starlett has been President of Urban X 
Marketing, a multi award-winning niche marketing firm 
that provides an array of urban marketing, branding, 
communications, and event production services 
to small businesses, entrepreneurs, and nonprofit 
organizations.

As a brand conscious professional, Starlett thoroughly 
understands that branding has always been a vital 
part of any business, and that a brand is more than 
just a company’s logo, website, product(s), or even its 
service(s), but instead the firm’s identity, personality, 
and ability to be relatable and agile in today’s rapidly 
changing and diverse marketplace.

Recognizing that a strong brand needs to remain true 
to its core principles, while always remaining open to 
new ideas, Starlett often consults her clients on brand 
evolution strategies that are sustainable, authentic, 
and helps to differentiate them from their competitors.

Entrepreneur & 
Branding Expert.

Starlett Quarles
Entrepreneur & Branding Expert.

4.



Starlett Quarles
Entrepreneur & Branding Expert.

5.



Although experienced across all traditional marketing channels, 
Starlett specializes in branding, inbound marketing, and 
a combination of social media, content creation, and event production to help her clients 
effectively utilize new media strategies to gain visibility, generate inbound leads, and 
emotionally connect to their target markets, audiences, and/or consumers.

Starlett is a passionate advocate for social equity and understands that the viability and 
sustainability of today’s businesses are growing more dependent on their ability to embrace 
diversity in their corporate culture and brand messaging. As a result, she often emphasizes 
cultural sensitivity and inclusion in her marketing campaigns and community outreach efforts.

In addition to her marketing firm, Starlett is also continuing her legacy of family-owned 
businesses by recently opening a video production and recording studio for small businesses 
and content creators with her brother, Quenton, called Dialogue Studio. 

Located in Westchester, California, Dialogue Studio’s mission is “to be a premier digital media 
place for building brands, telling compelling stories, crafting meaningful messages, and 
creating emotional connections. 

The firm’s primary goal is to help businesses, entrepreneurs, and independent content creators 
build stronger brands by producing quality content for online marketing, branding, promotions, 
and monetization.”
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A purpose-driven professional with an 
entrepreneurial spirit and a passion for empowering 
the next generation of community leaders, Starlett 
enjoys sharing knowledge, inspiring success, and 
motivating multi-generational urban audiences 
through the numerous professional mixers, workshops, 
fundraisers, and community events that she creates, 
produces, and often hosts.

Of note, some of her past events have included: 

•	 “Step Up & Build: A Dialogue with the Next 
Generation of Urban Developers” 

•	 “Fall Into Your Beauty: A Complete Beauty 
Experience for Today’s Women of Color” 

•	 “Keeping It Real: Foster Male Empowerment 
Summit” 

•	 “A Dialogue with Black LA” -a free civic 
engagement event on the importance of 
community and political accountability, where she 
conducted one-on-one interviews with Former 
L.A. Mayoral Candidates Eric Garcetti and Wendy 
Greuel.

A Generational Voice.
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An experienced public speaker, moderator, columnist, spokesperson, 
and podcast host, Starlett was born to have a national presence and a 
generational voice.
Known for her smart, humorous, and engaging interview style, Starlett has a personality 
that appeals to an intergenerational urban audience of politically engaged Baby Boomers, 
entrepreneurial Gen Xers, and social media-savvy Millennials. 

A passionate Gen X advocate and inspirational leader, Starlett’s guiding purpose is to 
create educational access and networking platforms for her peers to begin expanding their 
professional resources, and engaging in socio-cultural relevant conversations around their 
thoughts, concerns, challenges, opportunities, and generational responsibilities. 

To date, Starlett has hosted more than 100 shows on her podcast, “A Dialogue with Starlett 
Quarles,” where she has addressed such topics as: legacy building, civic engagement, wealth 
creation, community economic development, criminal justice, mental health, youth education, 
cultural competency, race relations, entrepreneurship, careers in real estate, and interpersonal 
relationships.

In addition, Starlett is also a published columnist, radio show host, and dynamic speaker. Since 
2018 she has written a monthly Gen X column for The Wave Newspaper entitled, “The Gen X 
Report;” has been a regular guest host for 102.3 KJLH’s “Front Page Talk Show; and was a past 
TEDX Crenshaw speaker where her TedX Talk was entitled: “Gentrification & the Next Generation” 
which currently has over 23,000 views on YouTube.

Starlett Quarles
A Generational Voice.

8.



Starlett Quarles
A Generational Voice.

9.



03

In line with her desire to create positive change 
for her generation and community, Starlett has 
also volunteered her time on several nonprofit and 
professional boards. In 2018, she joined the Grand 
Park Foundation, where she currently sits as the 
organization’s Board President.

And her first act as president? To acknowledge and 
support her community of Gen X peers who are now 
being challenged with taking care of their aging Baby 
Boomer parents. 

The result? In 2019, she turned LA County’s Grand Park 
into Downtown LA’s first outdoor roller-skating rink 
when she spearheaded and launched the foundation’s 
first annual 3-day fundraiser, “All Skate for Alzheimer’s: 
Caring for the Caregiver.”

Philanthropist & 
Educator.
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In addition to her work with the Grand Park Foundation, Starlett was 
also a former State Commissioner and Board President for The Baldwin 
Hills Conservancy.
As a well-respected community development advocate, she has also served in leadership roles 
on the follwing executive boards:

•	 The former Vice Chair of the Los Angeles African American Women’s Political Action 
Committee (LAAAWPAC)

•	 A former Executive Committee Member of the Urban Land Institute, Los Angeles (ULI-LA)

•	 The former Program Director for ULI-LA’s “UrbanPlan High School Program;” and 

•	 A former Advisory Board Member for USC’s “Ross Minority Program in Real Estate.”

Worthy of mention, Starlett was also the Founding L.A. Board Chair for the Real Estate 
Associate Program, Los Angeles (REAP-LA), a national executive training program for minority 
professionals interested in gaining access to the world of Commercial Real Estate.

In addition to her philanthropic efforts, Starlett is also committed to the educational 
advancement of today’s urban youth, professionals, entrepreneurs, and executives.

She has over ten years of professional teaching experience and has taught at the high school, 
community college, university, and executive business levels. Courses and professional 
workshops that she has instructed include topics on: marketing, branding, social media, 
entrepreneurship, career development, legacy-building, and community economic 
development.
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As an educational precursor to her success as a 
entrepreneur, marketing expert, community advocate, 
and “Generational Voice,” Starlett obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in Sociology, with an emphasis on 
Ethnic and Racial Stratification from the University of 
California at Los Angeles (UCLA). 

She also earned a master’s degree in Industrial/
Organizational Psychology from the California 
School of Professional Psychology (CSPP), which 
placed emphasis on improving the organizational 
effectiveness of culturally-diverse work environments.

As a result, Starlett has a solid foundation in  
businesses to step forward and be more proactive 
on behalf of diversity. She helps take control of their 
marketing and messaging; and effectively executes 
communication strategies that showcase and 
celebrates inclusion as one of their core business 
drivers.

Academically 
Accomplished.
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A people-oriented idealist, Starlett also believes that teamwork and 
friendly cooperation are the two of the best ways businesses and 
people can achieve a common goal. 
Therefore, she is personally committed to the progress of any team that she leads and has 
a unique talent for helping people settle differences and work together in an atmosphere of 
mutual respect and productivity.
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01  | Radio/Podcast Host.

02 | Keynote Speaker.

03 | Mistress of Ceremonies.

04 | Panel Moderator.

05 | Conference/Workshop Speaker.

06 | Invited Panelist.

07 | Urban X Marketing Events.
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Public Speaking & Event 
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Public Speaking & Communications
Radio & Podcast Host

2010-Present (On Hiatus)	 “The Dialogue with Starlett Quarles” 

2021, 2018, 2017, 2016		  Stevie Wonder’s 102.3 KJLH’s “Front Page”

Keynote Speaker

2021 	 “Wealth & Legacy Building”
	 Queens of Capital Annual Retreat- Queens of Capital

2017	 “3rd Annual A Call for Boldness: Bridget “Biddy” Mason”
	 The Women’s Group of Greater LA County

2016	 “Gentrification & the Next Generation”
	 20/20 Vision- TEDX Crenshaw

Mistress of Ceremonies

2019	 “2019 Annual Juneteenth Celebration”
	 African American Voter Rep Fundraiser

2017	 “For Such A Time As This”
	 TedX Crenshaw

2017	 “Los Angeles 100 Most Influential African Americans” (Co-Emcee)
	 LA African American Vanguard Awards- National Action Network, LA

2015	 “#HourOfPower Pitch Live” (Co-Emcee)
	 CodeTechIQ- Southwest Community College

2015	 “Community Swearing-In of Judge Songhai Armstead”
	 CA African American Museum

2015	 “Los Angeles 100 Most Influential African Americans” (Co-Emcee)
	 LA African American Vanguard Awards- National Action Network, LA

2014	 “2nd Annual Transitional Age Youth Summit”
	 South LA Homeless TAY & Foster Care Collaborative

2014	 “Black Love = Safe Love”
	 2014 National Black HIV/AIDS Day- The Black AIDS Institute

2014	 “Women & Money Workshop: Leaving a Legacy for Your Family”
	 Financial Experience & Behaviors Among Women Series- Prudential Financial/NSN-LA
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Public Speaking & Communications
Mistress of Ceremonies (Cont.)

2013	 “20th Anniversary Celebration: H.O.P.E.”
	 Hyde Park Organizational Partnership & Empowerment (H.O.P.E.)

2013	 “2nd Annual Healthy, Wealthy & Wise Conference”
	 Forgiving For Living, Inc.

2013	 “44th Annual Hall of Fame Awards Dinner”
	 National Association of Minority Contractors

Panel Moderator

2021	 “Black In… Career”
	 Office of Black Student Affairs Virtual Career Series- The Claremont Colleges

2020	 “Fireside Chat with Bill Powers, CEO, Cambridge Mobile Telematics”
	 Career Mingle Tech Virtual Conference- Career Mingle

2018	 “MLK 50: Legacy Continues”
	 102.3 KJLH Livestream

2018	 “Kolor Healing Wellness Panel”
	 Kolor Society

2018	 “Project REAP Panel: Women of Color in Commercial Real Estate”
	 International Council of Shopping Center’s (ICSC) 2018 RECon Convention

2017	 “Project REAP Panel: Game Changers: Making the Transition to Commercial Real Estate”
	 International Council of Shopping Center’s (ICSC) 2017 RECon Convention

2017	 “How to Find the Right Investors for Your Business”
	 GLAAACC in the Morning- Greater LA African American Chamber of Commerce

2017	 “Successful Women in Business Panel”
	 Celebrating Women’s History Month- National Sales Network, Los Angeles

2017	 “Young Professionals in Commercial Real Estate”
	 Real Estate Associate Program, Los Angeles

2017	 “Addressing Trafficking Risk Factors”
	 Mayor Eric Garcetti/City of LA/LA Trade Tech College

2015	 “50th Anniversary of the Watts Rebellion”
	 9th Annual Leimert Park Book Fair
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Public Speaking & Communications
Panel Moderator (cont.)

2015	 “Empowering Today’s Young Women”
	 POWherUp Conference- LMU-LA’s Family of Schools & YWCA

2014	 “African American Youth Empowerment: Culturally Relevant/Responsive Teaching & 		
	 Pedagogy”
	 Building Educational Justice within African American Community Series- LMU-LA, School of 	
	 Education

2014	 “National Day of Empowerment: Student Loan Crisis”
	 LA Urban League Young Professionals Town Hall Series- LAULYP

2014	 “TAY Fish Bowl Foster Youth Panel”
	 2nd Annual Transitional Age Youth Summit- South LA Homeless TAY & Foster Care 		
	 Collaborative

2013	 “Candidates Forum: 54th Assembly District”
	 Holman United Methodist Church

2013	 “The Power of Networking”
	 NSN-LA’s Speed Networking & Panel Presentation- National Sales Network, LA

2013	 “The Legacy of Dr. King in the Obama Era”
	 7th Annual Leimert Park Book Fair

Conference/Workshop Speaker

2016	 “Strategic Social Media Marketing for Entrepreneurs”
	 Southwest Community College Business Workshop- Southwest Community College

2015 	 “Branding Yourself in the 21st Century”
	 Metro Crenshaw/LAX Business Solution Center

2013	 “This Brand Called YOU!”
	 2013 Salute to Black Women- Black Business Association

2012	 “Branding Yourself in the 21st Century”
	 2012 Salute to Black Women- Black Business Association

2012	 “Choosing the Right Career for You”
	 2012 Teen Summit- Young Black Scholars/100 Black Men

2012	 “B2B & Social Media Marketing”
	 Bridges to Business Success- USC/Citibank/Taylor’s Marketing
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Public Speaking & Communications
Conference/Workshop Speaker (cont.)

2011 	 “Web & Social Media Marketing”
	 Business Entrepreneurship Training Institute- Black Business Association

2011	 “Choosing the Right Career for You”
	 Links Career Workshop- The Links, Incorporated

2011 	 “The Importance of Determining Your Market & Brand”
	 2011 Citibank Business Entrepreneur Training Institute- Black Business Association/West LA 	
	 College

2010	 “High Speed Rail & the Urban Marketplace”
	 2010 High Speed Rail Conference

2008	 “Next Generation Leadership”
	 2006 Greenlining Economic Summit- The Greenlining Institute

Invited Panelist

2016	 “Strategic Social Media Marketing for Entrepreneurs”
	 Southwest Community College Business Workshop- Southwest Community College

2013	 “Intersecting Scholarship, Social Awareness and Action”
	 APADS Annual Luncheon- Association of Pan-African Doctoral Scholars, Inc.

2013	 “Investing in Students Today: Succeeding in a Global Economy”
	 Breakfast with Our Scholars- Our Authors Study Club, Inc.

2011	 “The Importance of Branding”
	 Power Marketing Panel Discussion- Recycling Black Dollars

2006	 “The Housing Crunch: Opportunities & Constraints for California’s New Majority”
	 2006 Greenlining Economic Summit- The Greenlining Institute

2006	 “Suburban Opportunities in Emerging Multicultural Markets”
	 BIS 2006 Conference- Building Industry Show Conference

2005	 “Urban Opportunities & Constraints for California’s New Majority”
	 BIS 2005 Conference- Building Industry Show Conference
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The following list of events were created, produced, branded, and/or by Starlett Quarles.

Urban X Marketing Events

YEAR EVENT TITLE EVENT TYPE EVENT ROLE

2019 “All Skate for Alzheimer’s: Caring for 
the Caregiver”

Three-Day Sponsored 
Community Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2017 “1st Annual Human Justice Awards” Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2016 “The Revitalization of South LA Networking Event & Panel 
Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2015 “Hyde Park Community Conference” Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2013 & 
2014

“Keeping It Real! Foster Male 
Empowerment Summit”

Two-Day Sponsored 
Event for Foster Boys

Event Producer, Branding, 
& Marketing

2013 “A Dialogue with Black LA” Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2013 “Talking Black History with 
Councilwoman Jan Perry”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2012 “Conversations with Mayoral 
Candidate, Eric Garcetti”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2012 “Conversations with Mayoral 
Candidate, Wen-dy Greuel”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2012 “Conversations with Mayoral 
Congresswoman Karen Bass”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Brand-ing, & Marketing

2012 “Conversations with Mayoral 
Councilman Herb Wesson”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2012
“President Barack Obama’s 
Breakfast Fundraiser at The Quarles 
Family Home”

Fundraising Event Event Co-Host

2012
“Step Up & BUILD: A Dialogue with 
the Next Generation of Urban 
Developers”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2012 “LAAAWPAC’s Politics & Social Media 
Workshop”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2011 “South LA LIVE! The Rebirth of the 
Crenshaw District”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2011
“LAAAWPAC’s 19th Annual 
Empowerment Banquet: Honoring 
Our Trailblazers”

Fundraising Event Event Producer, Branding, 
& Marketing

2010
“A New Direction: Young 
Professionals for Speaker Emeritus 
Karen Bass”

Fundraising Event Event Co-Host & Producer

2010 “Grand Opening Celebration for the 
Bedford Parc Condos”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing
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Urban X Marketing Events
YEAR EVENT TITLE EVENT TYPE EVENT ROLE

2010 Ability First’s An Afternoon of Music & 
Art”

Fundraising Event Event Marketing

2009
“Fall Into Your Beauty: A Complete 
Beauty Experience for Today’s 
Women of Color”

Sponsored Community 
Event

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2008
“Urban Renaissance III: A Dialogue 
with the Next Generation of Civic 
Leaders”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2007 “Urban Renaissance II: The Future of 
South LA”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2006
“Urban Renaissance I: The Next 
Generation of Celebrity Developers & 
Investors”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2005
“Rebuilding South LA II: Images, 
Perceptions, Reality & its Impact on 
Development”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing

2005 “Rebuilding South LA I: A Dialogue 
with Urban Developers”

Sponsored Networking 
Event & Panel Discussion

Event Creator, Producer, 
Branding, & Marketing
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Contact Information

@starquar

Starlett Quarles
President

Urban X Marketing
114 West 64th Place, Suite 5
Inglewood, CA 90302

323-547-7748
SQuarles@UrbanXMarketing.com

Facebook.com/starlett.quarles

LinkedIn.com/in/starquar

Youtube.com/user/TheDialogueLA

Entrepreneur * Speaker * Community Advocate * Generational Voice.


